April 2022

Worship Schedule
10:30 Sunday Worship
always livestreamed on
our webpage
www.northhighland.today

Easter Surprises One of my favorite gospel stories
from the first Easter takes place later in the day as two followers of
Jesus are walking to a place named Emmaus. (Luke 24‐35). They are
feeling disillusioned, and openly express their hopelessness. Sud‐
denly a stranger joins them on the road. This stranger hears their sadness, then
reminds them of God’s story and Jesus, as they make their way home. The two
invite the stranger in, and it is as he breaks bread that they realize the stranger
is the resurrected Jesus—with them in a new and surprising way. Filled with joy,
they run back to the others to share their news. An actual place named Emmaus
has never been iden fied, and yet Emmaus is real—because Emmaus happens
when we too realize (or are surprised) that the Spirit of the Living Lord is also
with us—listening, speaking, revealing, all which bring hope.
Seeing the Easter Baskets piling up at the church triggered a memory of a long
ago Easter that was dark and dreary, as it was only a couple of months following
the death of our mother. We had always had treats from the Easter Bunny—no
ma er what our age. We each had a basket with a chocolate bunny, some jelly
beans, and mom decorated eggs which she had carefully blown out the yolk
through ny holes. I’m not sure it was even on my mind, but our “li le brother”
was only ten in a me when it was easier to keep the Easter Bunny real. He qui‐
etly and hopefully dug the annually reused baskets out of the closet early Satur‐
day evening. Keep in mind that this was over 50 years ago—we lived in the
country, our dad was out of town, the grocery store and drug store closed at 5
o’clock, and my sister and I were teenagers. Nothing could have looked
more bleak than him standing there with four baskets fanning from his
hands with a hopefully excited look on his sweet face. We must have
convinced him to go to bed early because soon we had found the vine‐
gar and food coloring, boiled some eggs, and fluﬀed the worn grass. But I know
my heart was not in it, and what about the basket extras? As we worked, there
was a knock on the door and in the darkness stood our grandpa who was
charged with checking on us. He handed us a paper bag, and you might guess
that in it was exactly what we needed—four chocolate bunnies and jelly beans.
Had I prayed for this miracle?—I highly doubt it. Did I even hope something like
this could actually happen?—I doubt it. But that’s the thing. Some mes Jesus
simply shows up even when we don’t even bother to hope for a miracle. In a
stoic community at that me li le was shared, but I know there were people
who were praying for our family, and thanks be to God, hope was renewed.
We cannot, nor do we need to explain the resurrec on. It’s ul mate Divine sur‐
prise. It’s hope when all seems bleak. And it’s our joy and our calling to be
bringers of hope—whether it is with our me, prayers, resources, or even a bag
of chocolate bunnies and jelly beans. May we be those who care, who pray, and
who embrace the possibili es of new life. In peace and hope, Pastor Lou

The WORSHIP button is
outlined in white.
A recording of the service
appears on the above website
after the service.
Sunday School
Adult Class Fellowship Hall
Children & Youth upstairs
Prayer Requests
may be emailed to Pastor Lou
directly or go to
prayer@northhighland.today
which is found under
CONNECT. Your request will be
sent directly to the Pastor’s
email—you are not pos ng
publicly.
Pastor & Contacts
Rev Lou Whitmer
pastorlou@northhighland.today
Cell/text 701‐240‐5346
Oﬃce 605‐226‐1279
oﬃce@northhighland.today
620 15 Ave NE
Aberdeen, SD 57401
Calendar & Web Page:
www.northhighland.today
Christ the Lord is risen
today, Alleluia!
Earth and heaven in
chorus say, Alleluia!
Raise your joys and
triumphs high, Alleluia!
Sing, ye heavens, and earth
reply, Alleluia!

Offering Counters
If you are unable to count on your
assigned Sunday, please contact
another counter or the church oﬃce:
oﬃce@northhighland.today
4/3
4/10
4/17
4/24

Randy Brown/Nane e McQuarie
Cindy Kocabinski/Dean Webb
Brad Tennant/ Randy Brown
Nane e McQuarie/Cindy K.

Acolytes
4/3
4/10
4/17
4/24

Blake & Evan Hansen
Talon & Cohan Miller
Alexis & Andrew Huﬀ
Quinn Blackbird

April Birthdays
4/3 Chuck Gabriel
4/7 Henry Linares
4/27 Sarah Du

Anniversaries
4/4 Judith & Orville Gruebele
4/13 Michael & Lisa Hartung

Committee Meetings

Youth Groups
Youth Group Jr for Grades one
through 6: 3:15—5pm
Youth Group for grades 7‐12:
Meal at 5pm, group 5:30—6:00
Game Night
The Youth are hos ng a game
night—specifically a Rummikub
and pizza night. Sunday May 1st
5 to 6:30 PM. If you don’t know
how to play, they
are ready and
willing to teach
you. No physical
exer on is required! All ages are
welcome to enjoy fun and fel‐
lowship as the school year winds
down, and two youth graduate.

UMW meets
Monday April 18
1pm at Sandra
Stahl’s home
1512 Norwood
Drive.
World Day of Prayer, open to
all, is on Sunday, April 3rd at
2pm. The countries highlight‐
ed this year are England,
Wales and Northern Ireland.
This year’s theme: I Know
the Plans I Have for You.
April 3rd is also the
date to get your
Easter Basket to
the church. All the
informa on is found on the
table in the foyer.

Afternoon Out A Time for Toys!
Thursday April 28, 1:30 p.m.
Did you have a special doll, Teddy bear or other stuﬀed animal?
Do you remember if the doll/toy was given a name?
Did your siblings also have a special doll/toy?
Refreshments will be served.
You are welcome to bring a guest.

4/4

Trustees 5:30 p.m.

Book Club The NHUMC Book Club con nues to be open to

4/5

Missions 5:30 p.m.

all and meets on the last Tuesday of the month. We
will meet one more me at 1 p.m. at the church, with
a sack lunch, on Tuesday May 26. We will decide then
on our me for the summer and fall months. Our book
for May is Chasing Fireflies by Charles Mar n.

CHURCH COUNCIL will not meet
in April—reports will be mailed
and will meet if necessary.
The next Council mee ng is May 12th

Trustees Update Work on the bathroom project at the parsonage begins in a few days. We are
grateful that this extensive bathroom renova on/reloca on is funded by an anonymous
gi . The parsonage kitchen has been in need of some new appliances and counter tops for
a few years, and a er several months of discussion and es mates, we have se led on IDC
for the overall work. We will be doing some fundraising for the appliances which include
stove, refrigerator, dishwasher, washer and dryer. This is important work. We are thankful
for the pastors who serve NHUMC while they make their home in our parsonage, and we
as your Trustees are commi ed to taking good care of all of our church‐owned property.

Lent
Lent Lunches con nue April 5th and 12th 11:50 to 12:50, as we con nue to look at the Lord’s Prayer
and what it means to pray the prayer inten onally and meaningfully. No prepara on is required as
we look at this pa ern for prayer given by Jesus in the gospels of Ma hew and Luke. Please bring a
sack lunch — beverages and cookies will be provided.
Palm Sunday April 10th: Tradi onal palm branch waving and worship at 10:30, fol
lowed by food and fellowship at our Palm Sunday Brunch a er a two year hiatus. The
Youth Group will provide the egg bakes and caramel/sweet rolls. There is a sign up
sheet in the foyer if you wish to bring an “organized potluck item”, or assist.
Holy Thursday April 14th , 6:30 p.m. worship where we will remember the events of the Last Supper and
take part in Holy Communion. Good Friday 6:30 p.m. This worship me, although somber, is vital to our
truly experiencing the joy of resurrec on and new life.
Easter Sunday worship is at 10:30 with coﬀee and fellowship me to follow. There will be no
Confirma on Class or Sunday School on Easter morning.

Rummage Sale The annual Missions Rummage Sale is Friday and Saturday, April 22 and 23. You
may bring your rummage treasures to the church Easter Monday, April 18th. At our last sale most items
were sold as free‐will oﬀering and we had an excellent sale. This also means we do not have to spend me
pricing, so set up goes more quickly. When you bring your items it would be very helpful
to the Missions Commi ee (who most are at work during the day) if you would unpack
them and place them on the designated tables. If you have a heavy item, please call the
church and we will arrange a me for pick up. We cannot take: entertainment centers, non‐flat screen tele‐
visions, meds, open Vitamins, or food. We appreciate your making sure that anything electronic or electric
works (lamps, games, small appliances etc). Clothing for all ages is acceptable as long as it is clean and wear‐
able. This Rummage Sale is so valuable to our con nuing missions, in par cular our signature community
outreach and mission: Coats for Kids. We were able to purchase so many needed coats this past fall!

Denominational News There is no doubt there are many ques ons about what is happening
within the denomina on, with schism largely focused on issues of human sexuality. For many years, the
UMC was considered to be a “big tent” where many beliefs could live and work together comfortably.
And yet at the same me, dissa sfac on was growing among some. There is much involved, but a
nutshell version is that at this me, a church known as the Global Methodist Church (GMC) is set to
launch on May 1st and separate from the UMC. How this will ul mately aﬀect the Dakotas Conference
churches is unknown. The GMC is the more conserva ve/tradi onalist voice. Some agencies including UMW
have begun preparing for the future that may include two denomina ons by changing their name. Howev‐
er, in ALL discussions here at NHUMC there is no inten on of leaving the UMC. We will con nue to be UMC.
We will live out our values of inclusiveness and fully welcome of all. We will pray and listen over the coming
months and year to see how things unfold and what it means for our congrega on. You can read more on
UM websites and Pastor Lou can find you informa on as needed as we navigate this together.

Finance/Stewardship Caring for the finances of North Highland is vital as a church desiring to re‐
main strong and healthy through the coming years. If you believe in the values of NHUMC, if you have found
fellowship, care, purpose, and faith here, we need your con nued financial support. We have a reasonable
budget and hope that all persons sincerely pray and consider how each one can best support North Highland
UMC. Your Finance Commi ee is hopeful that generosity of heart, spirit, as well as resources con nues to be
what keeps us thriving in the coming year and well into the future. God has blessed us in many ways for
nearly 40 years. How can we not be grateful and find hope for the years ahead?

620 15 Ave NE
Aberdeen, SD 57401

Calendar Notes

NHUMC Collective Values

Tuesday mornings: Coﬀee and Conversa on 9:30 a.m.
Wednesdays: Youth Groups 3:15 and 5:30

We the people of North Highland value:

4/3
4/4
4/5

World Day of Prayer Worship 2 p.m.
Trustees 5:30 p.m.
Lent Lunch 11:50—12:50 (Bring sack lunch)
Missions Commi ee 5:30 p.m.

4/10 Palm Sunday Brunch following worship
4/12
4/14
4/15
4/17
4/18

Lent Lunch 11:50—12:50
Holy Thursday Worship 6:30 p.m.
Good Friday Worship 6:30 p.m.
Easter Sunday 10:30 a.m. (No Sunday School)
United Methodist Women 1 p.m.
Rummage Sale set up begins
4/22 & 23 Rummage Sale
4/26 Book Club 1 p.m.

Mission ‐ Living our faith by sharing ser‐
vices and gives where there is need;
Inclusivity ‐ Apprecia ng and respec ng all
people regardless of sexual orienta on,
gender iden ty, race, age, faith expression,
ability, or socio‐economic dis nc ons;
Hospitality/Fellowship—Welcoming all by
expressing compassion and kindness;
Educa on—Providing learning opportuni‐
es for everyone in an open and inquisi ve
environment;
Youth—Valuing all children and including
them in the life of the church, so that they
may develop their own faith and gi s.

