May 2022

Worship Schedule
10:30 Sunday Worship
THROUGH 5/22/22

Summer Schedule

9:30 Worship 5/29/22
always livestreamed on
our webpage

Deconstruction and Reconstruction
If you have lived with remodeling you know all about the
disrup on, the noise, the unexpected, and the dust that
goes everywhere. It’s a package deal—one can’t get to a
new place without the mess and a certain amount of disor‐
der. As I dusted a bit again this morning, I got to thinking about how this re‐
modeling project is a lot like our spiritual lives, or perhaps life in general: if we
are going to change or transform or refurbish things in life, we will deal with
similar inconveniences, mess, and ongoing work.
Perhaps as I once experienced, you too have realized that some
of the teachings and spiritual understandings learned early on in
life no longer seem to make sense. The assump ons and judg‐
ments, the supposed Chris an response to the reali es and pain
of life, or who the church should or could be no longer worked. It
was like that bedroom wall that had “always been there”. Guess
what—with skill and willingness to make the change, it can be moved! At one
point I began a sort of deconstruc on and remodeling project within. Whenev‐
er we challenge long held beliefs, it can cause a mess, perhaps some noise with‐
in and without, and unexpected feelings of both loss or amazement. A theology
that is more about love than judgment, an honest look at how par cular alle‐
giances hurt more than heal, an awareness of a Christ who crosses borders and
reaches out rather than an exclusive Christ for the upright and moral are at first
disorien ng and messy to some rela onships. But the room that “has always
been a bedroom” can become a bathroom, what had forever been a closet can
be a shower, and a room as well as a heart can actually be enlarged.
We find our denomina on in a messy place of deconstruc on and remodeling.
Our own congrega on and church will need to look at who we are and who we
want to be—we all change yearly and somehow may insist
nothing within the church change from 40+ years ago. And in
our personal and spiritual lives, there may be obstruc ng
walls, and needed change —both expected or unexpected to
be worked around. It’s amazing to see in a home remodel
what can go where, and what can be replaced with what! The
same can be true in many other areas of life. Some mes we need to adjust to
experiences which happen that we have li le control over. Some mes we have
created our own walls and obstacles. Yet remodeling is always a possibility!
And so we begin with those with exper se—talk, ask ques ons, listen. Pray.
Release. Weep. Work. And above all, be willing to do the work and persevere
through the mess that ensues. We are in this together, held by a God of good‐
ness and love, who is constantly calling us to join in the work of transforming
the world, and revealing that incredible grace and love. Blessings, Pastor Lou
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Glory to God, who is able to
do far beyond all that we
could ask or imagine by his
power at work within us.
Ephesians 3:20

Offering Counters
If you are unable to count on your
assigned Sunday, please contact
another counter or the church.
5/1
5/8
5/15
5/22
5/29

Rick Hansen/Helen Vogt
Cindy Kocabinski/Dean Webb
Brad Tennant/Nane e McQuarie
Carla Benson/Randy Brown
Dean Webb/Rick Hansen

Acolytes
5/1
Blake & Evan Hansen
5/8 Talon & Cohan Miller
5/15 Alexis & Andrew Huﬀ
5/22 Quinn Blackbird

May Birthdays
1
4
9
12
18
20
24
30
31

Nancy Miller
Rene Waldman
John Stahl
Carol Wright
Talon Miller
Alex McQuarie
Judy Gruebele
Dave Arlt
Darlene Tompkins

Youth Groups

UMW has an
Youth Group Jr for Grades one adjusted date for
May: Tuesday
through 6: 3:15—5pm
th
the 24th at NOON.
Last for school year: May 18
There will be a
Youth Group for grades 7‐12:
Meal at 5pm, group 5:30—6:00 salad luncheon and a guest
speaker, Fern Baily, who will
Gradua on Sunday May 15th bring informa on including
Seniors Cayson Elsen and addressing the name change
Christopher Carlson will of the organiza on which is to
be honored on Sunday May 15th be: United Women in Faith.
in worship and Fellowship Time. The UMW will not meet in
We know how much you enjoy June or July. At the August
the rolls we have served, so we mee ng the UMW hope to be
are providing a Caramel & Cin- making plans to bring back
namon Roll Sale! Sunday May the fall Soup, Sandwich and
8th following worship. Free will Pie Supper a er not being
able to have it over the past
oﬀering to support the Youth
two years due to COVID.
Impact Mission Trip in June.

Afternoon Out
A Time for Games!
Thursday, May 19, 1:30 p.m.
Did you play board games—card games—dice games
with your family or friends when a child?
Do you play games such as these as an adult?
Refreshments will be served. All are welcome.
Please feel free to bring a guest.

Anniversaries
17 Kim and Staye Hoose
20 Amber & Nathan Huﬀ

Committee Meetings
5/9

Trustees 5:30 p.m.

5/12 Worship Commi ee 9:30 a.m.
Church Council 5:30 p.m.

Book Club The NHUMC Book Club con nues to
be open to all and meets on the last Tuesday of the
month. For the summer months we will meet at 7p.m.
May we will meet in the Fellowship Hall. The May
book is This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger. The
next book is The Midnight Library by Ma Haig—please note
that there is some salty/rough language in this par cular book.

VBS The intended date for VBS

Photo Directory

this year is the last week of June
in the evening. We are likely
going to partner with Plymouth Congrega onal
and do Cokesbury’s Food Truck Party. There
will be more defini ve informa on out by next
week. We will s ll need some helpers, but not
as many if we partner with another church.
Stay tuned and we will inform families ASAP!

So many things got put on hold two years ago—
including taking updated pictures for our online
and printed photo directory. We will begin taking
pictures every second Sunday. Sign up sheets as well as
informa on update sheets will be in the foyer. If you
need a me other than a Sunday, please let us know and
we will do our best to accommodate you. We want to
include everyone who worships with us at NHUMC!

News of the UMC Denomination
Most of us wish that there were defini ve answers that could be given to announce where we are
with all of the changes on the horizon for our denomina on. But there are s ll many unknowns
as to what the denomina on will look like for those who choose to stay and con nue to be United Meth‐
odist, and those who choose to leave. What we have been told is that a new denomina on is sent to
launch this month—known as the Global Methodist Church. This is a conserva ve expression of theology.
The overwhelming diﬀerences in those who wish to leave and those who are commi ed to remaining
United Methodist center around interpreta on and understanding of scripture, and primarily issues re‐
garding human sexuality. We do not know how all of this will ul mately aﬀect the Dakotas Conference.
Annual Conference is scheduled for June 9‐11, where there is an expecta on of resolu ons being pre‐
sented that will likely address issues related to churches leaving the denomina on, as it is well known
that there are churches ready to become GMC. In all discussions here at NHUMC including at Church
Council, there is no inten on of leaving the UMC. We will con nue to be UMC, and learn along with
many others what all of this means. Church historians tell us that about every 500 years there are major
uphevels in the religious landscape. Apparently we are blessed to be living through one of those cycles.
Here at North Highland we will con nues to live out our stated and oﬃcially adopted values of inclusive‐
ness and full welcome of all. We will pray and listen over the coming months and year to see how things
unfold and what it means for our congrega on. You can read more on UM websites and Pastor Lou can
find you informa on as needed as we navigate this together. Reports of what happens at Annual Confer‐
ence will be made as soon as possible in June, though this will undoubtedly be an ongoing process.
In other news for the Dakotas UMC, because of COVID there has not been elec on of Bishops. We have
an interim Bishop, Laurie Haller. Unfortunately Bishop Haller suﬀered a concussion in February and is on
medical leave. So we have an Interim to the Interim, Bishop Deborah Kiesey who served the Dakotas in
the past. Bishop Bruce Ough will also be assis ng with some of the work during Annual Conference, as an
interim to the interim‐interim. We likely have the most Bishops of any Conference at the moment!

Trustees Updates: We are grateful that this extensive bathroom renova on
and reloca on project is funded by an anonymous gi . The parsonage kitchen has been in
need of new appliances and counter tops for some years, and that project will begin this
month. We will be doing fundraising for the appliances which include stove, refrigerator,
dishwasher, washer and dryer. (The current bathroom will become the laundry room/half bath).
This is important work. Your NHUMC Trustees are commi ed to care and upkeep of all church property,
as well as being good stewards of the financial resources. There will be an open house when all the work
is completed so you may ooh and ahh, and likely be completely amazed at the transforma on!

Finance/Stewardship If you believe in the value of NHUMC, if you have found fellowship,
care, purpose, and faith here, we need your con nued financial support. We have a reasonable budget
and hope that all persons sincerely pray and consider how each one can best support North Highland
UMC. Your Finance Commi ee is hopeful that generosity of heart, spirit, as well as resources con nues
to be what keeps us thriving in the coming year and well into the future. God has blessed us in many
ways for nearly 40 years. How can we not be grateful and invest in this church for the years ahead?

Missions Committee The Commi ee extends gra tude to everyone who helped to make the
spring 2022 Rummage Sale a success. We raised $2700 to go towards our missions including Coats for
Kids and various other projects. Not everyone can be named, but know that your contribu on of items or
any other support is greatly appreciated. These are the kinds of things that make us a living church!

620 15 Ave NE
Aberdeen, SD 57401

Calendar Notes

NHUMC Collective Values

Tuesday mornings: Coﬀee and Conversa on 9:30 a.m.
Wed: Youth Groups 3:15 and 5:30 through 5/18

We the people of North Highland value:

5/1
5/8
5/9
5/12

Rummikub & Pizza night sponsored by Youth
Caramel/Cinnamon roll sale by Youth Group
Trustees 5:30 p.m.
Worship Commi ee 9:30 a.m.
Church Council 5:30 p.m.

5/15 Gradua on Sunday (Cayson & Christopher)
5/18 Last Youth Groups of the school year
5/19 A ernoon Out 1:30 p.m.
5/24 Book Club 7pm Fellowship Hall (note change)
5/24‐5/26 Youth Trip to Spearfish
5/29

Summer worship schedule begins: 9:30 wor‐
ship and no Sunday School. Fellowship 10:30

Mission - Living our faith by sharing ser‐
vices and gives where there is need;
Inclusivity ‐ Apprecia ng and respec ng all
people regardless of sexual orienta on,
gender iden ty, race, age, faith expression,
ability, or socio‐economic dis nc ons;
Hospitality/Fellowship—Welcoming all by
expressing compassion and kindness;
Educa on—Providing learning opportuni‐
es for everyone in an open and inquisi ve
environment;
Youth—Valuing all children and including
them in the life of the church, so that they
may develop their own faith and gi s.

