
 

 

 

Worship Schedule 

Summer Schedule 

9:30 Worship  
Through Labor Day 

Schedule change 9/11/22  

Services are live streamed on   
our webpage  

www.northhighland.today 

The WORSHIP button is  
outlined in white. 

A recording of the service                 
appears on the above website 

after the service. 
 

Prayer Requests 

 may be emailed to Pastor Lou             
directly or go to   

prayer@northhighland.today 

which is found under  
CONNECT. Your request will be sent  

directly to the Pastor’s 
 email—you are not pos ng  

publicly.  
 

Pastor & Contacts 
Rev Lou Whitmer 

pastorlou@northhighland.today 

Cell/text 701‐240‐5346 

Office  605‐226‐1279 
 

Calendar & Web Page 
www.northhighland.today 

620 15 Ave NE 
Aberdeen, SD 57401 

There have been a lot of rumors, informa on, and misinforma on 
going out about what is happening within our denomina on. Here 
is some informa on directly from UMC.org answering ques ons:  
 

Is The UMC really…   
 

1. Spli ng at this  me? 
No. The term “split” applies when there is a nego ated agreement 
within the denomina on to divide assets and resources. No such 
agreement has been made in The United Methodist Church.  What 
is happening is some have decided to create their own denomina‐

on (Global Methodist Church—GMC). Their leaders and other un‐
official advocacy groups such as the Wesleyan Covenant Associa‐

on are encouraging like‐minded UMCs to join their denomina on. 
 
2. Asking traditionalists to leave the denomination? 
No. They are leaving on their own. 
 

3. About to alter its doctrine to deny the virgin birth, the divinity 
    of Jesus Christ, the resurrec on of Jesus Christ, or salva on  
    through Christ alone? 
No! All of these posi ons are bedrock in the doctrinal standards of 
The United Methodist Church, more specifically in the Ar cles of 
Religion and the Confession of Faith. These cannot be altered with‐
out a two‐thirds vote of the General Conference followed by a 
three‐fourths aggregate approval of all annual conferences of the 
UMC worldwide. There is no basis to conclude such majori es can 
be achieved to alter the Ar cles and Confession for any reason. 
(The Ar cles of Religion and Confession of Faith regarding these 
items can be found in the complete ar cle at www.umc.org) 

4. Intending to change the Bible? 
No! The United Methodist Church has no official transla on of the 
Bible and has never sought to alter the Bible at all. United Method‐
ists have always had a variety of views about how to interpret spe‐
cific passages of Scripture and likely always will. 

5. Immediately dropping all prohibi ons related to human sexual‐ 
     ity, now that the GMC has started? 
No. The policies of the UMC are only set by its General Conference, 
which is scheduled for 2024.                            ...con nued on back page 
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Youth Groups 

Youth Groups will begin the 
Wednesday a er Labor Day 
which is September 7th. Youth 
Group Jr is for grades one 
through grade six and meets 
Wednesdays a er school, 
3:30—5pm. You may invite a 
friend to become a part of this! 

  The older Youth Group is for 
grades 7‐12 and meets 
Wednesday 5—6:30 with a 
meal served at 5pm. Friends 
are welcome to join this group 
also! Five youth and Pastor Lou 

went to Fargo for an Impact 
Mission in June. You may read 
about it on our website:     
    www.northhighland.today  

August Committee Meetings 

    NOTE ADJUSTED DATES   
Mon Aug 8       Church Council 5:30 
Mon Aug 22     Trustees 5:30 p.m. 
Tues Aug 23      Missions 5:30 p.m. 

August Birthdays 
     

   6   Marilyn Gibbs 

  15  Rachelle Goldin 

  16  Lila Morris 

  22  Al Scherbenske 

  25  Ashley Hansen 
         Lyle Jackson 

  27  Andrew Huff 

  28  Quinn Blackbird 

  29  Connie Schmidt 

  30  Kim Hoose 
 

  August Anniversaries 
  1    Susan & Terry Beckler 

  3    Nancy & Tony Farrell 

 11   Jean & Paul Du  

 24   Darnelda & Bob Retzer 

Afternoon Out 
It’s Time for Home! 

Thursday August 25th 1:30  
. 

 

 

 

In how many different homes have 
you lived? (house, apartment, dorm). 

   Where have you lived the longest? 

What do you like best about your      
current home? 

Feel free to bring a guest—
refreshments served. 

 

Book Club is 
open to all. 
Our book 
choices are 
varied, but 

the reads are intended to 
point our discussions in ways 
that reflect our collec ve 
NHUMC values and how we 
live them out. We meet on 
the last Tuesday of the 
month. In August and Sep‐
tember we will meet in the 
evenings, and likely will 
change to noon/a ernoon 
for fall and winter. 
 

August Book: Ask Again, Yes 
               by Mary Beth Keane 
 

Discussion Gathering: Tues. 
August 30th, 7pm, parsonage.  
 

September Book: The Au-
then city Project  by Claire 
Pooley.  

      Previously  

       known as 

       UMW 
 

August brings something different—a 
Breakfast Garden Tour the morning of 
August 22nd. Final arrangements are 
s ll being made, but if you would like 
to be a part of this gathering please 
contact Sharon Kerby for reserva ons 
and details. Phone 605‐228‐4128 or 
skkerby@nvc.net.  Throughout the 
school year the regular mee ngs are 
on the third Monday at 1 p.m. at the 
church. All women are welcome! 

     August Offering Counters 

8/7    Rick Hansen/Helen Vogt 

8/14  Randy Brown/Dean Webb 

8/21  Brad Tennant/Helen Vogt 

8/28  Nane e McQuarie/Randy Brown 

Trustees  

  Our Trustees have had a 
busy spring and summer car‐
ing for all of the NHUMC 
proper es. Work con nues at 
the parsonage, with a long 
overdue remodel project in 
the kitchen, as well a new 
bathroom. The bath was cov‐
ered by a private dona on, 
and church funds are cover‐
ing the rest. Thank you for 
suppor ng the “appliance 
fund drive”. Gi s can s ll be 
given through September. 

   While wai ng was a hope, 
concern about further dam‐
age led the Trustees to have 
church re‐shingled this sum‐
mer. These projects cost 
money but they also posi on 
us be er for a secure future. 



 

 

...con nued from page 1   Is the UMC really... 

6. Going to drop all prohibi ons related to human sexuality at the 
    next General Conference?  

The 2024 General Conference will likely consider many legisla ve pro‐
posals. There are proposals to drop exis ng prohibi ons; to allow 
clergy to choose to preside at same‐sex weddings; drop the state‐
ment “the prac ce of homosexuality is incompa ble with Chris an 
teaching” from the Discipline etc. The KEY WORDS are consider and 
proposal. The role of the General Conference is to consider all legisla‐

on it receives.    
 
7. Going to require its clergy to agree to offer same‐sex weddings  
     as a condi on of candidacy, status, or appointment? 
No. There are no proposals before the next General Conference to do 
so, nor have there ever been such proposals. 
 

8. Ordaining drag queens and suppor ng worship of a “Queer 
     God?”   No and no.  A brief synopsis of the longer answer: 
There is a video of a person in Illinois who received first approval as a 
ministry candidate naming themselves as clergy and doing some 
evangelism. As with many videos, it has been widely shown and mis‐
represents the process and UMC Clergy. A person whose District 
Commi ee approves them as a CANDIDATE for ministry is not clergy 
and has no authority.  The reference to a “Queer God” came from a 
chapel service at Duke University. While it may speak to some, it is 
not any kind of an official stance of the UMC. Please do not take this 
person’s video as an official statement of the UMC. 
                          

                        * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
   The Dakotas Conference did NOT officially begin any process to 
change the wording regarding human sexuality in the Discipline. The 
gathered body of the Annual Conference in 2019 passed a resolu on 
to become more welcoming. This apparently alarmed some who have 
played on that “fear”, and have shared this misleading statement.  
     At the 2022 recently completed Annual Conference resolu ons 
were passed that will allow churches to disaffiliate from the UMC. It is 
not a swi  or easy process, and has many facets. Clergy who disaffili‐
ate will be giving up their UMC creden als as well as future involve‐
ment in health plans. (They will retain their re rement accounts).  
 

   Is North Highland planning to disaffiliate? No. There is no inten on 
on the part of the NHUMC Council to leave the UMC. We will con n‐
ue to live out our values which we formally established and adopted 
in October 2021. Are we perfect? No. Are we s ll growing in our 
faith?  Yes.  Do we understand that there are many experiences, as 
well as many ways to interpret scripture? Yes.  Do we wish to learn 
and live more fully what it means to follow the ways of Jesus?  Yes. 

August 2022 

 Card Care Ministry 

If you wish to receive    
no ces of folks who could 
use a card or note in vari‐
ous seasons of life, please 
join our Card Care Minis-
try. If you wish to be on‐
the Card Care list please 
email Ruth Webb at:    
drwebb@abe.midco.net 

  New Leadership  

Are you wondering about 
a place where you can 
serve your church? Each 
year in the fall we look at 
commi ee work areas 
that are available. In the 
UMC the pastor serves as 
the Chair of Leadership, 
so please speak to or 
email Pastor Lou if you 
are interested in serving 
in a specific area, or are 
open to sugges ons of 
places where your gi s 
can be used. In a church 
this size, we need every‐
one. We need people to 
assist in areas of finance, 
educa on, and mission.  

 

  Finance Corner  

Being a part of a church 
means sharing your gi s, 
tangible and other so 
that the church can con‐

nue to be the church. 
The leadership here is 
conscious of being good 
stewards of all gi s. Your 
generosity is both appre‐
ciated and necessary! 



 

 

       
 
   

 620 15 Ave NE 

 Aberdeen, SD 57401 

NHUMC Collective Values  

Mission   -  Living our faith by sharing 
services and gives where there is need; 

Inclusivity  - Appreciating and re-
specting all people regardless of sexual 
orientation, gender identity, race, age, 
faith expression, ability, or socio-
economic distinctions; 

Hospitality/Fellowship—Welcoming 
all by expressing compassion and kind-
ness; 

Education—Providing learning oppor-
tunities for everyone in an open and         
inquisitive environment. 

Calendar Notes 

Tuesdays 9:30—Coffee & Conversaon 

8/7      9:30 Worship/Communion 

8/8      Church Council 5:30                

8/22     United Women of Faith 9:30 a.m. 
              Trustees 5:30 p.m. 

8/23     Missions Commiee 5:30   

8/25      Aernoon Out   1:30 p.m. 

8/30      Book Club, 7 p.m., Parsonage 

Worship remains at 9:30 through Labor Day. 

Sunday School and worship me change   

both begin  9/11/22. 


